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Most studies of attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) youth have 
obtained data from the perspective of either children or parents, but not both 
simultaneously. The purpose of this study was to examine child and parent 
perspectives on parenting in a large community-based sample of children with 
and without ADHD. We identified children in grades 4-6 and their parents 
through surveys administered to a random sample of public schools. We used 
multivariable logistic regression to determine independent associations between 
child and parent characteristics and the presence of ADHD while controlling for 
covariates and clustering by school. Sufficient data were achieved for 2,509 
child/parent dyads. Ten percent of youths (n = 240) had been diagnosed with 
ADHD. Compared with those without ADHD, those with ADHD were more 
commonly male (67.9 vs. 48.0 %, p < .001) and age 12 or over (16.3 vs. 10.3 %). 
After adjusting for covariates and clustering, compared to children without 
ADHD, children with ADHD were significantly more likely to report lower self-
regulation (OR = 0.68, 95 % CI = 0.53, 0.88) and higher levels of rebelliousness 
(OR = 2.00, 95 % CI = 1.52, 2.69). Compared with parents whose children did 
not have ADHD, parents of children with ADHD rated their overall parental 
efficacy substantially lower (OR = 0.23, 95 % CI = 0.15, 0.33). However, child 
assessment of parenting style was similar by ADHD. Despite the internal 
challenges community-based youth with ADHD face, many parents of ADHD 
youth exhibit valuable parental skills from the perspective of their children. 
Feedback of this information to parents may improve parental self-efficacy, 
which is known to be positively associated with improved ADHD outcomes. 
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